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Loca l Plan n in g an d Zon in g for  Ren ew able En ergy:



OUR MISSION
Scenic Hudson preserves 

land and farms and 

creates parks that connect 

people with the 

inspirational power of the 

Hudson River, while 

fighting threats to the river 

and natural resources that 

are the foundation of the 

valley’s prosperity.

OUR 
MISSION

Scen ic Hudson  
brin gs  togeth er 

people an d 
organ iza tion s  to 

protect th e 
n a tura l resources  
a t th e h eart of th e 
Hudson  Valley’s  

h ealth  an d 
prosperity.



SCENIC HUDSON’S
POSITION

‣ "We support the CLCPA…”

‣ "We support well-s ited solar 
energy projects…”

‣ Vis ion for the Valley: To rapidly 
trans ition the Hudson Valley to a 
sus tainable, low-carbon region 
increas ingly powered by renewable 
energy in order to mitigate climate 
change, while protecting and 
preserving the region’s  invaluable 
scenic, his toric, agricultural, 
environmental and economic 
resources .



Loca l Law  is  Key to 
Ach ievin g Clean  En ergy 
an d Clim ate Goals  



WHY?
• Local zoning can help solve 

land use conflicts : incentivize 
co-location, redevelopment, 
agrivoltaics

• Be proactive, not reactive
• Local law adoption is  a  public 

proces s
• Utility s cale solar projects  

mus t comply with local law
• Community solar and smaller 

s cale projects  are subject to 
local environmental and land 
use review

• But prohibitive/ res trictive
zoning jeopardizes  RE targets



SCOPING PLAN
‣ Retire fos s il fuel generation and 

accelerate renewable energy 
development

‣ Decarbonize the energy sys tem and 
meet growing electricity demand as  we 
electrify the transportation sys tem and 
built environment

‣ Electricity Chapter 13 s trategy E.4: 
Support Clean Energy Siting and 
Community Acceptance

‣ Land Use Chapter 19 s trategy LU8: 
Provide Guidance and Support on Clean 
Energy Siting

‣ Local Government Chapter 20 s trategy 
LG 3: Provide Clean Energy Siting 
Support for Local Governments



Ex ecu tive Law  § 94-c:
“m ajor ren ew able en ergy  facilities” >25MW

“A final s iting permit may only be is sued if [ORES] 
makes  a finding that the proposed project, together 
with any applicable uniform and s ite-specific s tandards  
and conditions  would comply with applicable laws  and 
regulations . In making this  determination, the office 
may elect not to apply, in whole or in part, any local law 
or ordinance which would otherwise be applicable if it 
makes  a finding that, as  applied to the proposed major 
renewable energy facility, it is  unreasonably 
burdensome in view of the CLCPA targets  and the 
environmental benefits  of the proposed major 
renewable energy facility.”



Ren ew able En ergy  
Facilities  <25MW

SEQRA: 

‣ Environmental impacts  have 
been mitigated to the 
“greates t extent practicable”

LOCAL LAND USE APPROVAL:

‣ Site plan approval; special 
use permit; building permit; 
incentive zoning; floating 
zones ; overlay zones



Scen ic Hudson ’s  
How  to Solar  Now  

Toolk it
A toolkit to support stakeholder 
decision-making in the interest of 
making the Hudson Valley a 
regional model and leader in 
responding to the climate crisis.

• SITING PRINCIPLES

• ZONING RECOMMENDATIONS

• SOLAR MAPPING TOOL

• REPLICATION GUIDE
h ttp:/ / h ow tosolarn ow .org/   

Mapping Tool 
Replication Guide

Solar Mapping Tool

Siting Guide Zoning 
Recommendations



Adopt clear principles & 
strategies for solar siting

Prioritize redevelopment & 
colocation

Avoid impacts to natural 
resources

Promote successful renewable 
energy development by 
increasing certainty & reducing 
costs & delays

Help achieve renewable energy 
goals

“Smart from the Start”: 
Avoid conflicts at the outset 
to streamline review & 
approvals



Key 
Recommendations
1. Be Pro-Solar
2. Eliminate Barriers
3. Define Clearly
4. Know the Market
5. Plan Smart
6. Regulate Right
7. Have a Vision
8. Grow Food and Energy
9. Allow Broadly
10. Provide Flexibility
11. Plan for the Future
12. Be Solar Ready



















Replica tion  Gu ide

In s tructs  tech n ica l audien ces  

outs ide of th e Hudson  Valley 

on  h ow  to recrea te th e Solar 

Mappin g Tool for th eir region s



THANK YOU!

Audrey Friedrichsen
afriedrichsen@scenichudson.org
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