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Solar Energy and 
Land Use in the 
Hudson Valley  



The Climate Imperative: 
A Low-Carbon Future 
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  50 State Strategy  

• Reduce Green house Gas Emissions 

 

• Accelerate Renewables Development 

 

• Avoid and mitigate Impacts  
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NY Greenhouse Gas Reduction Goal 
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40% Reduction in GHG 

Emissions by 2030 
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Clean Energy Standard 

 

 

 50% of NYS electricity  

generated by renewable 

sources by 2030 
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New York’s Renewable Potential 

 

 

 Solar and wind have largest 

growth potential 

 

 Potential for 70% of electricity 

from renewables 
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 Offshore Wind 

 

 Land Based Wind  

 

 Utility Scaled Solar 

 

 Large Scale Solar 

 

 Community Scaled 

Solar 

 

 Distributed Resources  

 

 

 

 
Clean Energy Standard Cost Study 

 



Large Scale Wind   

www.ebd.mapny.info 
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What are the Drivers? BOLD TEXT 
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 Better, cheaper 

technologies 

 

 Utilities required to 

purchase renewable power 

 

 NY-SUN Incentives  
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Hudson Solar Headquarters, Rhinebeck NY 
  
     Museum of Jewish Heritage, NY NY 



 Location Based Pricing 
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Barriers to Solar BOLD TEXT 
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Is there interconnection? 

 

New land use 

 

Concerns about impacts 

 

How much land will it take? 



Land Use Perspective  

8 acres/MW  X  9,000 MW = 72,000 acres 

 

NYS Land Total – 34.9 million acres 

Agricultural Land – 7 million 

 

 < 2% of Land Total 

Approx 1% of Agricultural Land 

  



Renewables on the Ground 
Roundtable 

 NEW LAND USE CONSIDERATIONS 

DEVELOPMENT AND SITING CHALLENGES 

ENGAGEMENT OF THE CONSERVATION COMMUNITY 

 
 



ROGR Participants 
 



Key Issues 
 Need to Accelerate Renewables Development 

 Community Engagement 

 Challenges - Wind vs Solar 

 Article 10 

 Proactive Community Planning for Renewables 

 Need for Tools and Resources  

 Protection of Farmland 

 Community Character 

 Environmental Justice and Equity 


